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Indian economy size
will double by 2030:
NITT Aayog CEO

PTI m NEW DELHI

India could easily double the size of its
economy by 2033. NITT Aa}\]g CEO BVR
et id on Wed

Al an event organised by the Public Affairs
Forum of India (PAFI), Subrahmanyam added
that climate change is an apportunity for India
to become a leader in climaie technology.
“Our economy should easily double
2030...Indias ambition 1o become the thind-
6-2027 i

I:E;esl 2026-20 a
cohesive grand stralegy” he said.

Currently, in US dollar terms, India is the fifth
largest economy with a size of about USD 3.7
trillion in nominal terms. “India will be a bi
dominant plaver, it already matters and it wi
nla:l:d much more in alfairs, by 2047

e said.

Subrahmanyam said by 2047, India will be
among  the worlds  youngest nations
demographically, poised for prosperity, with a
projeclecf per capita income of around USD
18,000 1o USD 20,000. “This growth is
significant as India is expected o emerge as a
major global player, building on the
substanitial progress made over the past decade
in addressing challenges such as natural
disasters and poverty)” he said.

Further, he said that there is a need to look at

the n economy, and the Aayog is working

on Joping a pathway for net zero carbon

emissions by 2070, “We have formed a task

force and are working \}\"irh the Central n?'d

state Fwernmem 1o achieve our targets,” he
. The o

adde CEO of NITI 3 stressed the
importance of Global Value Chains (GVCs).

He said that the government is working across
sectors and services to build better strategies,

Subrahmanyam  added  that  urban
development and infrastructure are crucial,
with cities designed as economic hubs to drive
growth. According to him, the private sector
must lead in innovation and investment,
supported by an enabling environment that
attracts both portfolio and direct investments,
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Centre plans to transform
India Postinto logistics firm

Rs 12,000 crore per annum.

NEWDELHI, SEPFTEMBER 18
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Speaking at a Public
Affairs Forum of India event
here, the minister said about

said, adding he will be look-
ing at all potential services
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AIMING TO BE THIRD-LARGEST ECONOMY BY '26-27
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Mid-income Trap Biggest Threat to Growth: Nltl CEO
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AIMING TO BE THIRD-LARGEST ECONOMY BY "26-27

Middle-income Trap Biggest
Threat to Growth Niti CEO

Our Bureau

New Delhi: India’s ambition to
become the third-largest econo-
my by 2026-27 necessitales a co-
hesive prand strategy including
prioritisingtheresolution of the
middle-income trap as a critical
challenge to our long-ter m aspi-
rations, Niti Aayog CEO BVR
Subrahmanyam said.

“The middle-income trap is the
biggestthreattoIndia’sgrowth,”
Subrahmanyam said, adding
that the government and its
think tank NITI Aayog need lo
work together toformulate an ec-
onomic growth sirategy to avoid
suchatrap.

“Do nothing, no strategy. and
you will fall into the middle-in-
come trap,” Subrahmanyam
said while addressing the 11th
annual meeting of the Forum of
Public Affairs of India on
Wednesday,

“Inordertoavoid themiddle-in-
cometrap, Indiancedstobe more
opentofree tradeandalign itself
with glebal value chains,” Sub-

@ CLOBAL ALIGNMENT

India needsto be more
opentofreetradeand

alignitself with global

valuechains

BVRSUBRAHMANYAM

Niti payog CEO

rahmanyam said, adding India
needs tocul tariffs massively.
The middle-income trap oceurs
when countries fail to Lransition
from middle to high-income sta-
tus and get stuck due to stagnant
growth, lack of innovation, and
outdated economic models. As

per the recent World Bank re-
port, India along with 107 other
countries, run the risk of falling
intothe middle-income trap.

According to Subrahmanyam,
India stands at a pivotal moment
initsjourneytoward becominga
global powerhouse, with projec-
tions indicating an economy of
$38 trillion and a youthful pop-
ulation that strengthens its glob-
al position.

"Our economy should easily
double by 2030. Urban develop-
mentand infrastructureare cru-
cial, with cities designed as eco-
nomic hubs to drive growth,” he
said.

India will be a big dominant
playver with a much greater in-
fluence in global affairs by 2047,
he said, adding that climate
change is an opportunity for In-
diatobecomealeaderinclimate
technology.

“India will be a big dominant
plaver, It already matters and it
will matter much more in global
alfairs by 2047. 2030 is a halting
point. Today is [ndia's moment."
hesaid.




About PAFI

Who We Are

Public Affairs Forum of India (PAFI) is at the forefront of driving ethical and respectful dialogue
and interaction amongst stakeholders and serves as a professional resource for public affairs
practitioners.

PAFI aims to provide knowledge and context to aid informed decision-making on policy and
practice the highest standards of honesty, accuracy, integrity, and truth. PAFI members pledge to
not knowingly disseminate false or misleading information to the government and civil society.
The objectives of PAFI and its members include the following.

®  Aligning business, society, and government on long-term priorities.

B Fostering trust through ethical and respectful interaction across all the stakeholders.

® Collaboratively developing smart and relevant policies, proposals and processes that foster
innovation.

® Rely on evidence-based research and promote capacity building to navigate change within the
context and complexity of India.

The affairs of PAFI are run by the Managing Committee led by the President. The Steering Committee,
comprising of Founding Members and Past Presidents guides the Managing Committee. The PAFI
Secretariat coordinates between the office-bearers, the Managing Committee and the Steering
Committee and carries out the day-to-day work of the organisation as mandated.

Public Affairs
Forum of

India (PAFI) is
registered under
the Societies
Registration

Act XXI of 1860

A



What does a Public Affairs Practitioner do
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Stakeholder Engagement

Strategic inputs to CEOs
and Board Members

Public Advocacy, Public Policy
and Public Affairs based on
research and analysis

Corporate Communications
and Public Relations

Crisis Management

Industry Bodies and Sectoral
Associations in India & Overseas

Media, multilateral agencies,
NGO's and think tanks




PAFl's Code of Ethics

Our work as public affairs practitioners contributes to a healthy democratic process, acting as a link
between the world of business, civil society and Indian policy-makers. The objective of PAFI and its
members is to provide knowledge and context to aid an informed decision-making on policy.

By signing this Code of Ethics, the signatories are committed to abide by it and act in an honest,
responsible and courteous manner at all times and seek to apply the highest professional standards
PAFI members are expected to practice the highest standards of honesty, accuracy, integrity and
truth and shall not knowingly disseminate false or misleading information to the government and the
civil society. Members shall not engage in professional or personal conduct that will bring discredit to

their firms, the society or the practice of public affairs.

In their dealings with the Government of India, departments and agencies,

the public affairs practitioners shall:

¢ Identify themselves by name and by company
on whose behalf the government department
and agencies are approached.

* Be transparent in disclosing the interest they
represent when dealing with the Government
of India and its agencies.

« NOT intentionally misrepresent their status
or the nature of their inquiries to officials of
the Government of India or create any false
impression in relation thereto.

* NOT directly or indirectly misrepresent links
with the Government of India.

¢ At all times honour confidential information
they receive from other members of PAFI and
government offices and agencies.

* Practice the highest standards of honesty,
accuracy, integrity and truth, and shall not
knowingly disseminate false or misleading
information.

¢ NOT sell for profit to third parties copies of
documents obtained from the Government
of India or any public office or agency.

NOT obtain information from the Government
of India by dishonest means and will take care
to avoid any professional conflicts of interest.

Neither directly nor indirectly, offer nor give
any financial inducement to any government
official, elected members and their staff.

Protect the confidences of present, former
and prospective government officials and
agencies they deal with.

NOT intentionally damage the reputation of
agenciestheyworkwith and shallunderstand,
respect and abide by the ethical codes of the
government departments and agencies and
fellow PAFI Members with whom they may
interact from time to time.

PAFI Members will only employ government
personnel subject to the rules and
confidentiality requirements of the
Government of India.
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Founding Members

Prema Sagar

Founding President
& Co-Founder, PAFI

Chairperson Emeritus,
Burson Group India

Harish Krishnan

Chairperson, PAFI EoDB Council,
Past President & Co-Founder, PAFI

Managing Director & Chief Policy Officer,
Cisco India & Asean

Rajeev Batra

Past President & Founding
Member, PAFI

Former Group Head, Corporate Affairs,
Hindustan Unilever Limited

Ajay Khanna
Co-Founder, PAFI

Advisor, Independent Director,
Ombudsperson, Professor of Practice

T.S. Vishwanath

Founding Member, Past-President
& Director General, PAFI

Founder & Executive Chairman, VeK

Raman Sidhu

Past President & Founding
Member, PAFI

Chairman, EBG Federation, India

Dr. K.C. Ravi

Past President
& Co Founder, PAFI

Chief Sustainability Officer,
Syngenta India Pvt. Ltd.

Rahul Sharma

Past President & Founding
Member, PAFI

Managing Director
US India Business Council (USIBC)




Managing
Committee Members

Deepshikha Dharmaraij Chetan Krishnaswamy Medha Girotra
President, PAFI Vice President, PAFI Chairperson, Young PAFI
) ) ) ) Council, Secretary, PAFI
Chief Executive Officer, Vice President, Public Policy,
Burson Group India Amazon India Vice President, Coommunications,

Asia Pacific, Mastercard

Shivnath Thukral T.5. Vishwanath Vinita Sethi
Treasurer, PAFI Founding Member, Past-President Chairperson, PAFI SAFE Council,
& Director General, PAFI Immediate Past President, PAFI

Vice President, Public Policy,
India, Meta Founder & Executive Chairman, VeK SVP & Chief Public Affairs,
Apollo Hospitals Group

Virat Bhatia Subho Ray Ishteyaque Amjad
Chairperson, PAFI Digital Tech Past President, PAFI Chairperson, PAFI Healthcare
Council, Past President, PAFI . . Council, Past President, PAFI
President, Internet and Mobile
Association of India (IAMAI) Managing Director,

Policy & Government Affairs,
Abbott Healthcare Pvt. Ltd.
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Dr. K.C. Ravi

Past President & Co-Founder, PAFI

Chief Sustainability Officer,
Syngenta India Pvt. Ltd.

Neelima Dwivedi

Senior Director - Public Policy, Corporate
Communications & Market Access,
MSD Pharmaceuticals Pvt. Ltd.

Major Ranjeet Goswami,
Retd.

Global Head, Corporate Affairs,
TATA Consultancy Services Ltd. (TCS)

Harish Krishnan

Chairperson, PAFI EoDB Council,
Past President & Co-Founder, PAFI

Managing Director & Chief Policy Officer,
Cisco India & Asean
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Somnath Das

Group EVP - Special Projects, Manipal
Education & Medical Group

Himar Arjun Singh

Chief of Public Policy & Corporate
Communications, Bharti Enterprises

Rahul Sharma

Past President & Founding
Member, PAFI

Managing Director,
US India Business Council (USIBC)

Amit Kumar Singh

Group Head - Corporate Affairs,
Asian Paints Ltd.

Sandeep Aurora

Chairperson, PAFI Al Council,
Group Director & Head of Public

Policy & Government Affairs,
Microsoft India & South Asia
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Sanjay Chadha

Chairperson,
PAFI Gig Economy Council

Head of Public Policy and Government
Relations, Uber India and South Asia

Ophira Bhatia

Chairperson,
PAFI FMCG-FP-Agri Council

Vice President, Corporate and
Government Affairs, India and CGA
Lead, Asia, Middle East and Africa,
Mondelez International
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Lakshmi Kanchaan

Executive Director, PAFI

Rakesh Dubey

Director — Global Government Affairs,
Carlyle Group

Dr. Deep Pal, PhD
Director, PAFI

Ravi Aurora

Senior Vice President, Global Public
Policy & Government Affairs,
Master Card

-

Devneeta Pahuja
Director, PAFI




Advisory Council Members

Ajay Bisaria Ajay Tyagi Anil Padmanabhan
Former High Commissioner to Canada Former Chairman, Securities and

Senior Journalist
Exchange Board of India (SEBI)

Arun Singh Aruna Sundararajan A K Bhattacharya
Former Indian Ambassador to US, Former Secretary, Editorial Director,
France and Israel Department of Telecommmunication, Business Standard

Government of India

Dilip Chenoy Luis Miranda Manijeev Singh Puri

Former Secretary General, FICCI & Chairman of the Board & Co-Founder, Former Indian Ambassador
Chairman, Bharat Web3 Association Indian School of Public Policy to EU & Nepal




Navdeep Suri

Former Indian Ambassador to UAE

Sanjaya Baru

Former Editor, Financial Express
& Business Standard

Dr. Rajeev Ranjan Dr. Rajiv Kumar
Former Chief Secretary of Tamil Nadu Former Vice Chairman, NITI AAYOG
and Former Secretary, Chairman, Pahle India Foundation

Government of India

Shubhashis TKArun
Gongopadhycy Senior Journalist

Managing Trustee & Research Director,
India Development Foundation (IDF)
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Public Affairs Forum of India
Moves to a New Office

In April 2025, the PAFI Office moved to a new address. This move reflects PAFI's continued growth,
expanded activities and its commitment to foster meaningful dialogue amongst key stakeholders.

PAFI extends its sincere thanks to Internet and Mobile Association of India (IAMAI) for graciously
housing the PAFI Secretariat on their premises.
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PUBLIC AFFAIRS FORUM OF INDIA
c/o IAMAI
202, First Floor, Okhla Industrial Estate, Phase - lll, New Delhi- 110020

Lakshmi Kanchaan
Executive Director, PAFI

lakshmi.kanchaan@pafi.in
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